
Stone-Age English phrasebook a possibility

Some of the oldest words in the English language are "I", "we", “who”, "two", 

"three" and “five”. Strangely, the word “one” came some time after the word 

“two”. This is what researchers from Reading University in England say. They 

used special computer software to analyze how old English words are and to 

track  their  changes.  The  software  also  predicted  the  words  "dirty",  "bad", 

"because", “smell” and "squeeze" might die out completely by the year 3000. 

Lead researcher Dr. Mark Page said that one day we might have a basic Stone-

Age English phrasebook. He told Britain’s ‘The Times’ newspaper: “If a time 

traveler  wanted  to  go  back  in  time…we  could  probably  draw  up  a  little 

phrasebook of the modern words that are likely to have sounded similar back 

then.”

Dr. Page said that some English words are probably at least 15,000 to 20,000 

years old. He believes the sounds used back then would still  be understood 

today. His research on the evolution of words comes at a time when English is 

changing rapidly. The Internet, technology and globalization are having a huge 

impact  on  our  vocabulary.  The  everyday  words  “blog”,  “podcast”,  and 

“gigabyte” were alien to most people at the turn of the century. Terms such as 

“global  warming”,  “credit  crunch”  and  “global  village”  would  not  have been 

understood  several  decades  ago.  It  seems  likely  our  modern  methods  of 

communication will continue to transform the English language. However, it still 

might be a while before language from text messages such as CUL8R (see you 

later) becomes accepted English.



WORDS:  Write  down  the  words  you  like  and  dislike  below.  Talk  about  them with  your 
partner(s). Change partners and share what you wrote.

Word Why?

English favourite

English most hated

My language favourite

My language most hated

International favourite

International most hated

Questions

What springs to mind when you hear the word ‘English’?

What do you know about the history of your language?

What do you think Stone Age people talked about?

What do you think of the sounds of English?

What new words have entered your language on the past decade?

What words in your language would you like to become internationally-used 

words?

How do you think modern communication changes language?


