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Unit 8 
Descriptive Paragraph

Step-by-step guide



Descriptive Paragraph
Descriptive writing is something that really 

shows skill in English. It uses lots of 

adjectives, specific words, and imagery to 

help get people to "see" what you are writing.



Descriptive Paragraph

Use Imagery - the 5 senses - What do you touch, 

taste, feel, hear, or smell?  If you can include 2-3 

of these senses in each description you are 

doing a much better job of "showing" the reader 

something, rather than just telling them.



Bad Example:  The car was fast.

Good Example:  The bright red Ferrari Testarossa burned 

its tires and screeched down the road at a blazing speed 

and left a rubbery odor in the air.

The second example uses colors, sounds, and smells. 

Also, you can see how much easier it is to write more 

sentences with description than just "telling" the reader 



Be specific -  Avoid words like good, bad, tall, 

short, big, small, nice, pretty, etc.   Be sure to 

use a thesaurus to help you find more 

interesting synonyms that hold more meaning 

than the overused words that are above.



Bad example:  The nice boys did a good 

job.

Good example:  The friendly and jovial 

children did commendable work.



Use Figurative Language -  Sometimes the best 

way to describe something is to talk about 

something else. One way to do this is called 

figurative language. There are many forms of 

figurative language, but I will give you just a few 

example. 



1.Simile (comparing using "like" or "as",

 

2.Metaphor "comparing without "like" or "as", 

3.Hyperbole (exaggeration), and Personification



Let’s brainstorm some 
ideas…(breakfast interrupted 
video)



List adjectives that describe how meals taste 
(delicious, for example)

List words that describe how food tastes 
(salty, peppery, for example)

Words to describe textures (crispy, for 
example)

Words to describe smells (rancid, for example)



Let’s put it all together…Effective Title

Hook/Topic Sentence

Point1/Reason

Point 2/Reason

Point 3/Reason

Conclusion

Good structure








